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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 
566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 
 
 

PLANNING BOARD M INUTES, MAY 7, 2012 
 
Present:  Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman 
   Joseph F. Sheehan, Vice-Chairman 
   Paul J. Donohue 
   Alfred P. Porro Jr. 
   Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 
   Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst. 
 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. 
Paciorkowski, Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the minutes of April 23, 2012, seconded by 
Mr. Porro 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD Sign, 20/20 Eye Care, 91B Central Street 
 
Present:  Sheri Tankerly, 20/20 Eye Care 
 
The Planning Board reviewed the application for new signage at 20/20 Eyecare, 91B 
Central Street.  The applicant is proposing a primary sign, located on the front of the 
building and a secondary sign on the side of the building. Both signs will have 8” 
dimensional letters in pale blue and the signs will be 12” x 120” in size. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the signage request for 20/20 Eye Care, 91B 
Central Street, seconded by Mr. Porro 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
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MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – CBD Sign, 679 Washington Street 
 
Present:  Charlotte Walsh, Owner 
 
The Planning Board reviewed the application for new signage at Charles River Running, 
679 Washington Street.  The applicant is proposing a 1.5” thick PVC sign panel with a 
hollow back, mounted by 3/8 bolts to a custom awning.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the signage request for Charles River 
Running, 679 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
 
UPCOMING PLANNING BOARD MEETINGS 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the following dates for future Planning 
Board meetings, June 4th, June  18th, July 16th, August 13th, September 10th, September 
24, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
 
VANDERBILT STRATEGIC PLAN – Consultant Interviews 
 
7:15 P.M.  Charles A Kalauskas, (BSC Group), P.E., Russell Burke,(Project Manager), 
Kevin Hively, (Ninigret Partners) 
 
7:45 P.M.  Kathryn J. Madden, (Madden Planning Group), Peter Kwass, (Mt. Auburn 
Associates) 
 
The Norwood Planning Board interviewed the consultants using a standardized scoring 
system that included two graded questions and a graded impression of the firm’s 
presentation skills.  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – Maxwell Estates Subdivision, 21 Maxwell Avenue, Sopp 
Family Trust 
 
Present:  Robert Murphy, Danena Engineering 
   Atty. David Hern, Cheney & Hern 
   See attached list 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski opened the Public Hearing. 
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Ms. Holmwood, Clerk, read the Public Hearing Notice as it appeared in the Norwood 
record on April 12, 2012 and April 19, 2012. 
 
Mr. Paciorkowski explained that the applicant would give a presentation, the Planning 
Board would ask questions and then the public could ask questions.  
 
Atty. Hern began by stating that he was representing the Sopp Family Trust with respect 
to the Maxwell Estates Subdivision along with Mr. Murphy from Deana Engineering. 
Also present were members of the Sopp Family, Linda Sopp, Carolyn Petrolini, and 
Maryann Hourihan. 
 
Atty. Hern stated that this matter has been before the Planning Board in a preliminary 
plan last fall. The Board approved the preliminary plan and granted waivers with respect 
to right-of-way width, which was reduced from 55 ft. to 44 ft. and reduced the diameter 
of the cul-de-sac (Sopp Circle) from 130 ft. to 110 ft. The roadway pavement width was 
reduced from 36 ft. to 25 ft., the planting strip width was reduced from 51/2 ft to 4 ft and 
the sidewalk widths were increased from 4 ft to 5 ft. Atty. Hern noted that the plan before 
the Board tonight takes all this into account. 
 
Atty. Hern went on to say that they are proposing a subdivision with a total of eight lots, 
two lots fronting on Ellis Avenue and six off the cul-de-sac to be called Sopp Circle. 
They will be single family dwellings.  
 
Bob Murphy explained that he is not an engineer, he is a principal at Danena 
Engineering. Mr. Murphy went over the sewer, water and drainage systems. Mr. Murphy 
stated that the drainage would go into an underground infiltration system with an 
overflow into a small basin. Mr. Murphy did not show utilities on the plan because the 
Light Dept will tell them the location they want for the utilities.  The same with the 
landscaping plan, the location will be determined by the Town on completion of the 
subdivision.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski mentioned that there has been discussion on extending the roadway at 
Lot 8 to the end of the property. Mr. Murphy pointed out that the Sopp family has put the 
utilities down as far as the use of Sopp Circle, including the drainage. The next developer 
can meet the roadway and continue on down.  Mr. Murphy stated that if they were to 
continue the roadway, they would be creating without any money.  
 
Ms. Holmwood asked where the detention basins were located. Mr. Murphy explained 
that the underground drainage system would be located on Lots 6 & 7 and the detention 
basin would be on Lot 8.  Ms. Holmwood wanted to know who would maintain this 
drainage system. Mr. Murphy said that the home owners’ could be responsible or the 
Town could take control of the drainage system.  
 
Mr. Donohue feels the applicant should finish off the roadway on the side yard at Lot 8 
because eventually there will be a street there and the original developers should be 
responsible for it. Mr. Paciorkowski agreed with Mr. Donohue that Lot 8 should be 



 4 

finished. Ms. Holmwood suggested installing plantings along side Lot 8 and Atty. Hern 
thought that this might be an attractive way to delineate the lot. Atty. Hern said why pave 
something when somebody else may very well be digging it up before to long. Mr. Porro 
noted that the trees would have to be dug up also.  
 
Mr. Donohue read from the Town Engineer’s comment letter, dated May 4, 2012, that 
stated the drain overflow must discharge into a closed drain system or an open water 
body/wetland. Mr. Donohue wanted to know if the plan complies. Mr. Murphy said that it 
does not and they would be happy to do that except that they don’t have access to any 
wetlands or Town drain system.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski asked if anyone from the public had any questions. 
 
Larry Butler, 89 Ellis Ave. said that from time to time they have had raw sewerage in his 
basement and he wanted to know if this would be tied into Ellis Ave.  Mr. Murphy said 
that they would tie into the sewer that currently runs along Route One.  
 
Jack Hastings, 8 Maxwell Ave. wanted to know if anything that is approved for the circle 
would be included on Maxwell Ave. itself such as plantings and sidewalks. Mr. Murphy 
said that yes they would be included on Maxwell Ave. Mr. Hastings asked if the utilities 
were above ground or underground. Mr. Paciorkowski said that according to the bylaws, 
they would be underground. Mr. Hastings also wanted to know once the project starts 
would the pavement be rough. Mr. Murphy said that there would be a binder coat on 
Maxwell.  
 
Mike Reilly, 96 Ellis Ave. said that they get water in their basement and wanted to know 
what direction the water would flow.  Mr. Murphy explained that because the grading 
would change, the water would flow away from the lots onto Route One.  Mr. Reilly 
wanted to know who would maintain the drainage system. Mr. Murphy said that the 
Town can maintain the system or the home owners.  
 
Rick Merrikin, 730 Main St., Millis, representing Mr. Piso, Maxwell Ave. pointed out 
that Mr. Piso owns the land on the left of Maxwell and to the rear of the project. Mr. 
Merrikin said that Mr. Piso is interested in the 14 ft. strip that is being added to Maxwell 
Ave. Mr. Merrikin wanted to how he is suppose to gain rights to drive on this 14 ft. strip 
and eventually extend the 14 ft. strip when the Sopp’s will own the strip which will be 
private. Atty. Hern agreed that Mr. Piso has access on the easterly side of Maxwell but he 
does not know at this time what Mr. Piso’s rights are regarding the property at the end of 
Maxwell Ave. Atty. Hern said that regarding the 14 ft. strip, Mr. Piso could request an 
easement from the Sopp family. Atty Hern went on to say that the Sopp family has 
become before the Board for a subdivision and the matter of Mr. Piso’s land is not part of 
the subdivision, that is not before the Board as to which there is no agreement and which 
involves private ownership then it is up to the private owners as to how they want to 
bring it forward.   
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Ms. Holmwood asked about the road and sidewalk being on the Sopp side and it stops, 
from a planning standpoint isn’t there suppose to be some continuity. Atty. Hern said the 
thing is that there is nothing before the Board with regards to Mr. Piso’s property.  
 
Mr. Porro wanted to make sure that the easement is sewer only not drainage. Mr. Murphy 
said that yes and it was very deep. 
 
Laura Curran, 71 Ellis Ave. asked about hydrants and lighting. Mr. Murphy said that Mr. 
Costello suggested LED lights, which will save the Town money and they will work with 
the Light Dept. as to where they will be located. Ms. Curran was also concerned about 
the traffic and parking along Ellis Ave. Atty. Hern said that there will be sufficient on site 
parking according to zoning. Ms. Curran talked about on street parking and that Ellis Ave 
is not a wide street and she would like no parking on Ellis Ave. Mr. Paciorkowski said 
that Board cannot restrict parking on Ellis Ave.  In answer to Ms. Curran’s questions 
regarding hydrants, there will be two additional hydrants.  
 
Bill Floyd, 66 Ellis Ave. wanted to know the length of the sidewalk on Ellis Ave. MR. 
Murphy said appox. 70 ft. up to Maxwell Ave. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to continue the public hearing for Maxwell Estates 
Subdivision until June 4, 2012 @ 7:15 P.M., seconded by Mr. Donohue  
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  5-0  motion passed 
 
 
 
 
 


